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Australia

Summary, 1968 Climbing and mountaineering in Australia would seem to be
coming of age now. The migrant push from England and Europe has resulted
in a sharp rise in technical skills and climbs are now being made of a very high
standard using the most sophisticated equipment.

The first semi-professional climber, an expatriate Yorkshireman, has begun to
put up splendid ascents on the vertical sandstone walls of the Blue Mountains,
whilst choice items such as the 'Totem Pole' just off Cape Huay on the Tas
manian Peninsula and 50 miles from Hobart, and climbed for fun, are described
thus: 'Take a matchstick, change it into dolerite. Multiply it 1600 times. Stand
it upright in a heavy swell, then swim away before it topples overl' Climbing
involved: 400 ft abseiling, 200 ft prusiking, 200 ft climbing. Grade M6 (i.e.
European A4). Equipment: rurps, knife blades, skyhooks, over one dozen
crackers, four brackets <10 in), (Bongs and life-jackets optional). Six hours
required and a rubber dinghy.

Emanations that seem to go with the development of the sport are the growth
of climbing-gear shops, a new professional magazine called Rucsack and
attempts to bring off an 'Old Man of Hoy' TV epic, using Ball's Pyramid
(A.]. 70. 136, 327)-a conquest already made, it might be added, but a subtler
challenge in a country where TV channels are dedicated to the belief that
viewers are satisfied with funny shows, American films and commercials.
Earlier this year, fifteen schoolboys enjoyed an adventure course at the Hima
layan Mountaineering Institute in Darjeeling and also trekked for a time in
Nepal, whilst a small party of adults made the classic Everest trek through
the good offices of Jimmy Roberts. These were members of the 'Ausventure
Association', which is also now running trips to Kinabalu (13,455 ft) in Sabah,
an interesting peak for the rock climber, and Mount Wilhelm (14,800 ft) in
Papua, New Guinea.

Several years of beginners' courses run by the New Zealand Alpine Club in
the Mount Cook area for the Australian section, have resulted now in the
first Australian Andean Expedition, planned for 1969. Nine climbers, led by
Dr Sutton, will spend three months in the Pumasillo group of the CordiIIera
ViIcabamba (South-east Peru). Apart from the climbing holiday a physio
logical programme is planned and support is coming from the Mount Everest
Foundation and the National Heart Foundation. It is interesting to note a
comment in the handout that states: 'This is the first such expedition composed
of all Australian-born men and women'.
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Recent notes in the New Zealand Alpine Journal express alarm at the 'foreign'
invasion by Aussies and the new climbs that they are now putting up, whilst
an exposure death during the annual introductory beginners' climbing meet
on the steep Watsons Crags on the Snowy Mountains in .S.W. points a
critical finger at mass-produced 'climbing' outstripping the available leaders.
Probably we may expect to see proper Instructor grading grow in proportion
to the fatalities, but in a small population of eleven million it will be time before
the sophistication of other countries is reached in these aspects of mountaineer
ing; in fact, before it becomes too stylised we may see a 'golden age' of Aust
ralian climbing emerge. Warwick Deacock

New Zealand

Summary, 1968-9 To meet the Editorial deadline date these notes are being
written in February, during the middle of the New Zealand climbing season,
instead of July as in the past. Some significant comments can be made about
events as they appear at present, knowing that more might need to be stated a
year from now.

Already, over eighty people have stood on top of Mount Cook this summer, a
greater number than in any previous whole season. This indicates an increasing
number of climbers, easier ice conditions than in recent years and the fact that
we have nothing like the population pressure as on the European routes. Of the
eight main routes on the mountain, seven have been climbed in the last month.
The fifth ascent of the South ridge was a climb in very icy conditions. Each
of the three rock steps provided major obstacles and the party of three, Bob
Cunninghame, Jim Strang, and John Glasgow spent two nights out on their
traverse to the nearest shelter, Gardiner hut.

The rarely touched North ridge was climbed by a strong party which kept on
the ridge all the way, not avoiding the three buttresses which were turned by
their four predecessors on this route.

Mount Tasman, the second highest mountain, was not climbed so frequently.
However, there were two interesting west to east traverses. One, up a rock
buttress, which is likely to include future interesting variations, and down via
Silberhorn, was by George Harris and Murray Jones. The same pair climbed
a new ice and rock couloir on Douglas Peak.

Over 200 miles to the south, the same Murray Jones and Harold Jacobs made
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